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There are 6 recognized extant species of prions 
grouped within the genus Pachyptila, all of them 
restricted to the southern hemisphere (usually 
below the tropic of Capricorn, 23o26’22”S) (Turbo! 
1990). Prions breed on several islands around New 
Zealand, the southern Indian and Atlantic oceans, 
as well as the Antarctic Peninsula (Onley & Scofield 
2007), and some species disperse widely after 
breeding (Post 2007). Identification of prions at sea is 
challenging not only because immature individuals 
of larger-billed species and adults of smaller-billed 
species look deceptively alike, but also because most 
species have very similar plumage characteristics 
(Harper 1980).

The broad-billed prion (P. vi!ata) is the largest of 
the Pachyptila group, with a distinctively bowed and 
very broad bill that measures no less than 31 mm in 
length, and 17 - 23 mm at its widest point (Harper 
1980; Marchant & Higgings 1990). This range of bill 
measurements clearly separates P. vi!ata from their 
relatives, and hence, bill size is the most reliable 
morphometric feature to identify the species. 
Likewise, the large latericorns are glossy iron-grey 
(not blue as in other Pachyptila) and the mandibular 

rami are violet blue. Immature individuals can be 
distinguished by their smaller dimensions (Harper 
1980).

Broad-billed prions breed at several islands in 
southern New Zealand, Gough I in the southern 
Indian Ocean, and Tristan da Cuhna Is in the 
south-east Atlantic Ocean (Onley & Scofield 2007). 
Post-breeding dispersal is poorly known, but some 
vagrants have been recorded as far as Falkland Is, 
Reunion, South Orkney Is and Madagascar (Onley 
& Scofield 2007; Blight & Woehler 2008). There is a 
single record of a broad-billed prion carcass collected 
in southern Peru in 1980 (Hughes 1982); however, 
no other record has confirmed the presence of this 
species in the area. Free-ranging P. vi!ata seem to 
occur sporadically in Peruvian waters, but these 
reports have only been anecdotal (Valqui et al. 2009). 
In this paper, we report the presence of carcasses 
and free-ranging broad-billed prions at 3 locations 
in southern Peru during the winter of 2009 (Fig.1).

The 1st sighting of live broad-billed prions 
was made on 10 Jul 2009, about 10 nautical miles 
offshore from Vila Vila beach (18°07’09”S 70°50’37” 
W). This bird was observed from a small boat with 
the aid of 8 x 42 binoculars, and at a distance of 20 m 
from the observer. It was foraging from the surface 
for about 2 minutes and then flew away to the east 
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